
      
 

    
          

                
  

 

     
          

              
 

 

  
          

              

            

         

            
 

               
 

     
        

           

            

               

      

           
 

     

   

   

     

    

  

Comparison of Services in High School and 
College
There is no Special Education at the college level. Educational rights covered by IDEA (Individuals with 
Disabilities Act) do not apply to postsecondary education. Colleges must comply with ADA (Americans 
with Disabilities Act), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the Civil Rights Restoration Act. College 
students have civil rights, but no “education” rights. 

Postsecondary institutions are required to: 
• Make all programs and services accessible to all students 

• Provide auxiliary 



  

       

              

        

                 

        

          
 

 
        

             

               
  

            
 

               
 

               

           

        

              

            

        

        

            

     

               

          

     

     

    
 

individual needs Differences in Parent’s or Legal Guardian’s Role High School College 

• Legal guidance is 



      
 

  

• In college the student is considered to be his/her own legal guardian unless there is a court order to the 
contrary 

• The student is expected to advocate on his/her own behalf 
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